This editorial will continue where the 'The last editorial' in the previous issue of the journal ended.\[[@ref1]\] Dr. Nitin Kekre served as the Editor of the Indian Journal of Urology (IJU) for nine years, during which time he turned it into a journal that is read, respected, and quoted. These are the three most important attributes for a scientific publication. The Urological Society of India, which owns the journal, has entrusted me with the responsibility of maintaining its standards and breaking new grounds. I am grateful and humbled. My last seven years as an associate editor for the journal have been a learning experience and I aim to fully use that experience. As 'change is the only constant', we are abiding by the principle.

The Indian Journal of Urology receives over 400 manuscripts every year. We publish 80 to 100 of them on nearly 400 pages, with acceptance rates varying from less than 10% for case-reports to over 50% for invited reviews. Over the next few years, we aim to achieve a few specific objectives. We have to get ourselves indexed with the Science Citation Index and get an impact factor. Even as the value of impact factors is fiercely debated, it remains a barometer of scientific success, particularly among academic circles and recruitment agencies. We also aim to decrease the time between acceptance and publication. The first step toward this objective will be to hasten online e-publication so that the information is available in the public domain at the earliest. We hope this will encourage more submissions, as our free, open access policy will allow wider dissemination of the published work. One of the hurdles we face with this objective is poor author response post acceptance. It is common for manuscripts to be repeatedly sent back to authors for corrections and queries in the proof stage. This invariably delays publication. The third objective will be to increase reader participation. Case-discussions and forums have been extremely popular formats of scientific communication and we aim to explore these options for the IJU, probably through our online platform.

Another important objective that we will target is education regarding scientific study design, research methodology, conduct, analysis, and publication. The problem of scientific misconduct is widespread. At the IJU, we have always believed that the problem is primarily a lack of knowledge rather than an intent to cheat.\[[@ref2]\] We have addressed this in the recent past at various forums and have initiated concrete remedial measures.\[[@ref3]\] The IJU is conducting workshops for authors, reviewers, and editors, and will be carrying articles pertaining to this area regularly, in the future issues.

I would like to welcome the new editorial committee members who begin their tenures with me. Most of the existing members will continue in their positions, as their experience of the last few years is invaluable. I would also like to thank all our readers, authors, and reviewers for their support of the journal. We aim to become the pre-eminent Urological Journal of the region and this will not be possible without your contributions.
